Analytical quality goals-a review.
Analytical quality goals indicate how laboratory tests must perform to be clinically useful for their intended purpose. These goals have historically focused on analytical error assessment for quantitative methods and vary with measurand concentration or activity, and species. Although formalized quality goal models have been developed in human medicine, quality goals in veterinary medicine, to date, have not been formalized; use of human regulatory-based goals, consensus-based goals, or biologic variation-based goals have been reported most often. This review provides an overview of how quality goals are derived, how these may be used, and highlights challenges. Pending formal recommendations, individual veterinary laboratories should select quality goals that make the most sense clinically, logistically, and financially based on their individual needs and the needs of the clients that they serve.